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Transfixed, the servant stood holding the dish and gazing, though not
really in astonishment, at the fruit, the bird, and the brother who was still
chasing after it. The other door opened and people from the village walked
in with a petition, asking for the right of way on a road through the forest,
which they needed in order to be able to cultivate their fields better. But
they came at the wrong time, for the Count was still a little school-child,
sitting on a stool and doing his lessons. True, the old Count was now dead,
and so the young one ought to have been ruling, but it was not like that,
there was a pause in history, and thus the deputation wandered into the
void. Where will they end up? Will they ever come back? Will they
recognize in time how matters stand? The teacher, who was also a member
of it, now stepped out of the group and took over the instruction of the
little Count. With a stick he pushed off the table everything that was on
it, hoisted it up, top forward, to use it as a blackboard, and with a piece

of chalk wrote on it the figure 1.
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